
DBCP Newsletter 2 (Issue February 2020) 

Highlights from the Technical Coordinator 

Snapshot of Network Status January 2020 

 

Global Drifter Array 

 # 

Operational 

Units 

Timeliness 

(<1hour 

to GTS) 

Air 

Pressure 

BUFR 

Migration 

Sensor 

Metadata  

Operating 

Countries 

Arctic 138 93% 63% 100% 100% 3 (↓) 

Antarctic 80 85% 73% 100% 100% 4 

Overall 1505 84% 49% 100% 100% 11(↑)+EU 

Moored Buoy Networks 

 # Operational 

Units 

Wave 

Measurements 

BUFR 

Migration 

Sensor 

Metadata 

Operating 

Countries  

Coastal/National  

Buoys 

282 (↓) 91% 75% 99% (↑) 14 (↓) 

Tsunameters 31 NA 0 100% 4 

Tropical Moored 

Buoys 

91* (NDBC) NA 100% 100% 1 

The final report of the Thirty-Fifth Session of the Data Buoy Cooperation Panel 

(DBCP-35, 14-18 October 2019, Geneva, Switzerland) is available online. 

http://jcomm.info/dbcp-35
https://jcomm.info/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=26519


DBCP in Action 

1) Experts Workshop on “Ocean Observing in Areas under National Jurisdiction” 

DBCP Chair, Dr Boris Kelly-Gerreyn, participated remotely in the Workshop. The 

Workshop was organized by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 

of UNESCO from 12-13 February, following the WMO “Ocean Safe” Workshop and 

responds to WMO Resolution 46 (Cg-18) “Future collaboration between WMO and the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission on facilitating oceanographic 

observation in coastal regions in support of Earth System prediction and climate 

services”.  Marine observing operations within exclusive economic zones is a complex 

issue. The IOC will undertake a broader consultation and present its findings for 

consideration by its governing body.   

 

2) JCOMMOPS Five Year Strategy Workshop 

DBCP Chair, Dr Boris Kelly-Gerreyn, participated remotely in the JCOMMOPS 

Strategy Meeting, organized by the WMO from 15 to 16 January 2020, Geneva 

Switzerland. The Workshop was in response to the Recommendations of the 

JCOMMOPS External Review 2018. The Workshop aimed to develop a strategic plan 

that will clearly articulate and communicate the role of JCOMMOPS (and its role in 

assisting global ocean observing efforts like those undertaken by the DBCP and 

OceanSITES). The intention of this strategy is to strengthen this important capability 

for the ocean observing community allowing it to sustainably develop and grow to 

meet evolving us all user needs. The outcomes will be finalized at OCG-11 in Halifax, 

Canada in mid-May. 

 

3) Task Team on Wave Measurements  

The planned Workshop on Operational Measurements for Ocean Waves will be held 

28-30 September 2020 at the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts 

in Reading, UK. For details see: http://jcomm.info/wm2020. Please contact Val 

Swail (val.swail@gmail.com) directly to express your interest in the workshop, 

and to receive further information as it becomes available. 

 

4) Task Team on Capacity Building 

Following active participation at previous training workshops, SPC (the Pacific 

Community) has confirmed that it will host the next DBCP training workshop for the 

Pacific Islands (PI-5) (Time TBC). This is great news! PI-5 will duly consider 

recommendations of the UN Ocean Decade Regional Consultation workshops  at 

Noumea (New Caledonia), Chennai (India), Nairobi (Kenya) and others. Please stay 

tuned at http://jcomm.info/dbcp-pi-5.  

 

5) Outreach 

The Clipper Race has expressed further interest in deploying more drifters from the 

Philippines to Seattle/USA and then Panama, with 3 stops in China (Sanya, Zhuhai, 

and Qingdao). The IMOCA race has also expressed interest in deploying 23 drifters 

(barometer-equipped) from Brest, France, to Miami, Florida, USA. Both of these 

opportunities are a great way of promoting the importance of marine observations. 

http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord&eventID=2602
https://public.wmo.int/en/events/meetings/technical-workshop-enhancing-ocean-observations-and-research-and-free-exchange-of
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=9827#page=159
http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord&eventID=2588
https://www.jcomm.info/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=23372
http://jcomm.info/ocg-11
http://jcomm.info/wm2020
mailto:val.swail@gmail.com
http://www.spc.int/
https://www.spc.int/events/workshop-on-un-decade-of-ocean-science-for-sustainable-development
https://www.oceandecade.org/events/76/Regional-Workshop---North-Indian-Ocean---UN-Decade-of-Ocean-Science-for-Sustainable-Development-2021-2030
file://///internal.wmo.int/userdata/redirected/LJiang/OBS/PAR/2019-2020/Nairobi%20(Kenya)
http://jcomm.info/dbcp-pi-5
https://www.clipperroundtheworld.com/about/about-the-race
https://www.imoca.org/en


6) The impact and value of buoy data on society - a great success story 

Severe cyclone FANI landed off Odisha on the east coast of India in May 2019. The 

ocean buoys were critical in providing the lead time required to warn people to safety 

– read the newspaper article below. This is a great reminder of why we do what we 

do and a loud call for sustained ocean observations.  

 
 

7) DBCP Representation at Regional Stakeholder Workshops of the United 

Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030)    

DBCP Executive Board member, Dr. Sidney Thurston Contributed to two United 

Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) - The 

Science we need for the ocean we want Regional Stakeholder Workshops in Chennai 

(India), and Nairobi (Kenya).    

The Workshops were convened to identify: 

• Knowledge gaps and regional ocean science priorities for the 2030 Agenda, 

• Existing relevant networks/initiatives and potential future priority actions, 

• Existing partnerships and stakeholders and potential for new collaborations, 

• Priorities in capacity-development/training, 

• Priority themes and topics to be addressed by the Decade, 

• Other regional initiatives and meetings to be aligned with the Decade. 

 

 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/12-buoys-along-cyclone-fanis-path-helped-saved-millions-of-lives/articleshow/69169885.cms
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/events/76/Regional-Workshop---North-Indian-Ocean---UN-Decade-of-Ocean-Science-for-Sustainable-Development-2021-2030
https://www.oceandecade.org/events/76/Regional-Workshop---North-Indian-Ocean---UN-Decade-of-Ocean-Science-for-Sustainable-Development-2021-2030
https://oceandecade.org/events/94/Regional-workshop---Pan-African-and-Surrounding-Island-States---UN-Decade-of-Ocean-Science-for-Sustainable-Development-2021-2030


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Thurston served as co-convener for Working Group 3 (WG3), A Predicted Ocean, 

one of the six themes identified below, to inform these stakeholder communities on the 

importance of ocean observations such as ocean moorings, drifting buoys and other in-

situ ocean observations continuously delivering ocean data to the global research and 

operational communities.  More details see https://jcomm.info/dbcp-tt-cb  and the UN 

Decade pages 

 

 

Contact: Dr. Long Jiang (Technical Coordinator, LJiang@jcommops.org) 

 

Regional Workshop - North and Central Indian Ocean - UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development (2021-2030) – Chennai, India 

 

Regional workshop - Pan African and Surrounding Island States - UN Decade of Ocean 

Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) – Nairobi, Kenya 

 

 

 

https://jcomm.info/dbcp-tt-cb
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/
mailto:LJiang@jcommops.org

