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GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE

XII ISABP MEETING

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

29-30 May 2008

1. Organization of the Meeting 

1.1 Opening of the meeting 
The Chairperson of the ISABP, Mr. Ariel Hernán Troisi started the meeting proceedings at 0900 on Thursday 29th May 2008 in the auditorium of Centro de Hidrografia da Marinha (CHM) in Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The Head of Diretoria de Hidrografía e Navegaçao (DHN), Vice Admiral Luiz Fernando Palmer Fonseca, welcomed all the participants and expressed his satisfaction for being able to host the XII ISABP meeting, wishing all a fruitful meeting.

The Chair of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), Captain (R) Javier A. Valladares, also welcomed the participants and stressed the importance of the continuous collaborative efforts between meteorological and oceanographic communities, citing ISABP as a clear example of the integration sought by IOC and WMO through the Joint Commission on Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM). He joined the wishes of a fruitful meeting.

As Chairperson of the ISABP, Mr Troisi declared the XII ISABP Meeting open.

1.2 Adoption of the workshop and meeting agenda 

The agenda was adopted as included in Annex 1.

1.3 Working arrangements 
The meeting agreed on its hours of work and other arrangements for the session. Ms Mayra Pazos was appointed as rapporteur.

2. Program Developments

2.1  Review of the ISABP

The chairperson introduced the item and presented the development of the program since its inception and, in particular, the developments during the last intersessional period.

As for the status of the array in the operational area of the program, the continuous increase of deployments, especially the number of SVP-Bs was noted and efforts to continue were encouraged. The observational gap in the Gulf of Guinea was cited as a pending issue, notwithstanding current initiatives in the area.

Ms Pazos gave a detailed presentation on the deployments by regions by year during intersessional period 2006-2008.

Tropical Atlantic (20°S – 30°N)

· June 2006-May 2007: SVP=180, SVPB=12, FOD (failed on deployment)=2.
· June 2007-April 2008:SVP=110, SVPB=14,  FOD=8, SVPBW=4, SVPBS=5.
Extra Tropical Atlantic (40°S – 20°S)
· June 2006-May 2007: SVP=18 SVPB=36, FOD=2.
· June 2007-April 2008:SVP=5, SVPB=1, FOD=1.
Note: not many deployments needed to maintain array here: this is a convergence region.

Southern Atlantic (60°S – 40°S)
· June 2006-May 2007: SVP=25 SVPB=32, FOD=5.
· June 2007-April 2008:SVP=0, SVPB=56, FOD=2.
Mr. Joao Lorenzetti agreed to draft a recommendation to CPTEC to study how data from SVPB drifters, if used in the models, can improve forecasts. He recognized it is not a simple task to set up a simulation to prove the added value that can be obtained from SVPB drifter data, not being just a matter of removing drifter data and running the models again. The methodology for this exercise, as well as who to address and how to implement the exercise needs to be thought out carefully.

3. Reports

3.1 Chairperson

Mr. Ariel Troisi reported that ISABP had confirmed its achievement of a mature state with true inter-institutional and international cooperation and a very tight and active human network acting as its cornerstones. He based his comments in:

· The existence of an operational network of fixed and drifting buoys, profiling floats and fixed stations providing data in real time over the area of interest to the operational, scientific and general communities

· The increasing number of drifters with barometric pressure in the area

· The continuous increase and improvement of data services and products

· The capacity building and empowerment processes underway

· The high level of cooperation between participants

· The incorporation of new partners

He reminded that in the last two years ISABP attained a monthly average of   almost 260 active drifters, a quarter of them with atmospheric pressure sensors, stating the importance of striving to reach even higher goals.

Following the recommendations of ISABP XI, he proceeded to contact all Western Africa Delegations present at the IOC Executive Council, providing them with a copy of the meeting report and explaining the benefits of being part of the program.

DBCP 22 produced key recommendations concerning the exploitation of the DBCP’s experience and resources in the development of training materials, and in Capacity Building (CB) in developing nations, which paved the way for the Training Course on Buoy Program Implementation and Data Management held at the IODE Project Office in Ostend, Belgium, last year.

Additionally, he mentioned a US initiative in the area of the Gulf of Guinea, to which ISABP gave wholehearted support. In early 2008, the Africa Partnership Station kicked off, with the participation of the High Speed Vessel SWIFT, deploying drifters and providing training to local partners including deployment of XBTs and Argo floats (Participating countries: Ghana, Nigeria and Cameroon). 
Since the inception of the Upper Southwest and Tropical Regional Alliance in Oceanography (OCEATLAN), ISABP was identified as a program of common interest for Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina. During the IV OCEATLAN meeting, a regional ISABP implementation plan was presented for discussion, in an additional effort to support actions and providing additional visibility. Several times during that meeting, the importance of observations in the South Atlantic to support, inter alia, climate monitoring was raised. 

He reported the incorporation of Ghana and Tristan da Cunha into ISABP, as well as the expression of interest of Uruguay to join the program.
He reminded all that the support of members, participants and observers is presently as good as it was when ISABP first started. This is an invaluable asset that will help through possible obstacles.

3.2 Program Coordinator

The chairperson gave the report on behalf of Mr. Johan Van der Merwe. The report included the Program Coordinator’s activities with regards to improving the buoy distribution network in the South Atlantic Ocean and finding additional deployment opportunities to counter observational gaps. Following Mr. Van der Merwe retirement from active duty at the South African Weather Service on December 2007, he also stepped down as Program Coordinator.
3.3 DBCP
Ms Pazos presented the item and provided the group with information on discussions of DBCP meetings 22 and 23 and their respective recommendations. She reported on the studies and results on submergence sensors, increase training of representatives from African countries, the developments related to the Iridium Pilot Project and the changes in the modus operandi for DBCP activities.
4. Present activities and future plans

4.1 Reports from participating countries, organizations and institutions

The participants reported back on activities carried out during the intersession period June 2006 – April 2008 as well as their future plans. The Group insisted on the importance of coordinating efforts and complementing deployment opportunities in order to fill the gaps of observations.

The Group agreed that further efforts were needed to increase the visibility of the Program and discussed alternatives for the website. All involved parties should provide information for the website through the Program Coordinator, including information on deployments and deployment opportunities.

4.2 Listing of possible contributions to the program

Institutions informed of contributions in the form of provision of drifters, deployment opportunities, storage facilities and continuous operation and maintenance of observing platforms, as well as development and maintenance of the Program’s website.

4.3 LUTs

The South African Weather Service has planned to replace existing LUTs and provided details of current plans.

The use of INPE infrastructure was addressed. It was agreed that the technical departments of INPE and CLS Argos should discuss the matter in greater detail.

4.4 Review of data requirements

The Group highlighted the need to increase observations and deployments in the SW and SE Atlantic, Drake Passage, Gulf of Guinea and Angola Basin.

The need for more SVP-B drifters in the ISABP area of interest was also stressed.

4.5 Data quality control

The Drifter Data Assembly Center continues to assemble and quality control drifter data from all countries participating in the GDP.  The quality control procedures cover 3 months intervals and the krigged data are made readily available on the web, to be accessed by time periods and/or areas, or as a zip file containing the entire dataset.

Ms. Olga Sato has written algorithms based on Hansen and Poulain’s paper
, similar to the procedures used at the drifter DAC in Miami, to quality control real time data. She will be using the data from the GTS and compare the results with the DAC interpolated data to make sure her procedures are working properly.  Ms Pazos suggested taking special care in handling the drogue-off dates, since there are different algorithms for data with drogue on and drogue off, and determining the drogue off on real time can be extremely difficult and deceiving, drogue on or off is a crucial parameter for krigging statistics.

4.6 Participation by other countries

The group raised the need to advertise the benefits of participating in the ISABP to other countries. Further efforts to identify additional participants were encouraged, DBCP 24 being a good opportunity to raise awareness and interest of potential parties. 

4.7 Participation in the ARGO program

It was agreed that the efforts of the ARGO program to deploy floats in the area of interest of ISABP should be taken as opportunities for deployment of drifters as well as for adding new participants in the Program.

4.8 Emerging Issues

It was suggested to have the XIII ISABP meeting held back to back with OCEATLAN meetings. Even though ISABP meets every 2 years it could be done in conjunction on the years ISABP should meet (even years). Scientific/Technical workshops could take place between the 2 meetings (ISABP and OCEATLAN).

6. Report back on tasks and responsibilities

Participants reported back on their respective responsibilities during the intersession period.

7. Administrative matters

7.1 Election of Steering Committee

The following members were elected:

Chairperson; Ariel Troisi

Vice Chairperson; Alaor Dall’Antonia Jr

Members; 
Joao Lorenzetti

Shaun Dolk

Carlos Augusto C.L. Silva
7.2 Appointment of Program Coordinator

Ms Mayra Pazos was appointed as Program Coordinator and Ms Lithakazi Mkatshwa as Co- Program Coordinator.
7.3 Revisit the objectives and operating principles

The objectives and operating principles were revisited and updated as follows:

“The ISABP strives to:

· Maintain a network using in situ observation platforms such as island weather stations, moored buoys, drifting buoys and profiling floats over the South Atlantic Ocean; 

· Establish and maintain data collection and data communication facilities, and ensure that the necessary quality control is undertaken according to DBCP guidelines;

· Distribute basic meteorological and oceanographic data from the network at operationally useful time-scales over the appropriate international data distribution systems; 

· Arrange for the archival of data from the network and for the provision of archived data sets to program participants;

· Liaise on technical aspects of buoy development and operational matters; 

· Participate in data collection and management capacity building activities;

· Continually review the effectiveness of the program in satisfying data requirements of the users.

Operational Area 

The operational area is the Tropical and South Atlantic Ocean. 

Variables

Meteorological and oceanographic variables such as atmospheric pressure, sea-surface temperature, air temperature, atmospheric pressure tendency, wind speed and direction, waves as well as other surface and sub-surface variables.

Data archiving

All basic Meteorological and oceanographic data from drifting buoys in the program are archived by the Marine Environmental Data Service (Canada), as the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) responsible national oceanographic data center for drifting buoys. 

Other data quality control and archival activities are relevant to the program, such as those of the Drifter Data Assembly Center and the International Argo Information Center.

Basic network density 

The ISABP basic network density will be consistent with the requirements stated by the World Weather Watch and the Global Ocean Observing System.

Buoy recovery and refurbishment 

Agencies are encouraged to make arrangements, as appropriate, for the recovery, refurbishment and re-deployment of  instruments. 

Data acquisition and distribution 

· All buoys in the network are equipped with transmitters to enable basic meteorological and oceanographic data to be transmitted in real-time (synoptic or asynoptic mode);

· All basic meteorological and oceanographic data are coded in the approved WMO code form for buoys; 

· Data collected by the network is distributed through appropriate international data distribution systems; 

· The program seeks to establish and maintain, as necessary, Argos Local User Terminals (LUT's) covering the area. 

Funding arrangements 

The program will be self-sustaining, supported by contributions in the form of equipment, services (such as communications, development, archiving or co-ordination) or monetary contribution. As necessary, suitable arrangements will be made for the administration of the monetary contribution by the participants. “

Eventual additional changes will be proposed at the 13th ISABP meeting.

7. Listing of tasks and responsibilities to be attended to during the intersession period

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Group recommended conducting studies with the objective of evaluating the impact of drifter pressure data, and eventually SST, on the skills of numerical weather forecasting models for the region of interest of ISABP.

The Group recommended holding next ISABP meetings back to back with the Upper Southwest and Tropical Alliance for Oceanography (OCEATLAN) whenever possible, pending consultations with IOC on associated financial matters. In those cases, it further recommended exploring the possibility of having a joint OCEATLAN-ISABP scientific and technical workshop.

The Group supported the continuous efforts to cover observational gaps in the area of interest as well as to increase the number of drifters with atmospheric pressure sensors.

ACTION ITEMS

Revisit and update the ISABP website, providing versions in English, Portuguese and Spanish.

Contact DBCP Technical Coordinator with regards to the program’s website hosting.

Explore the possibility of hosting the ISABP website in the same server as OCEATLAN, as well as having a domain of its own.

Create a link in the ISABP website to the training CD produced by the Drifter DAC on drifter 
deployment, and how to access data and products from the web; as well as to the sites from where the data can be accessed and downloaded.

Send letters to all participating institutions in order to confirm their renewal of interest in continuing being part of the program and update the roster accordingly.

Contact prospective participants of ISABP during DBCP 24.

Promote the contact between the technical departments of INPE and CLS-Argos to continue discussions on possible LUTs in Brazil.

Encourage the participation of students and junior scientists in the scientific and technical workshop.

Provide, with reasonable anticipation, information on deployment plans and opportunities through the Program Coordinator.

Encourage participants to upgrade SVPs to SVP-Bs according to DBCP standing recommendations.

8. Date and venue of the next meeting

The XIII ISABP meeting will be held in early 2010, tentatively in Buenos Aires, back to back with OCEATLAN VI.

9. Adoption of the Meeting Report

The draft report, including its annexes was reviewed and adopted.

10. Closure of meeting

The Chairperson thanked every person who participated in the meeting and especially the DHN for hosting the meeting as well as to the support staff.

The meeting was closed at 1130 on Friday 30th May 2008.
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