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Date
Changed by
Details

12 Nov 2003
J Burman
M2 TEST transmission format added. GoreTex  time constant test added

17 Dec 2003
J Burman
Hull magnet removal / buoy activate time (10 to 15 minutes before the hour) added

23 Nov 2004
J Burman
 Attach DYMO label to NZ buoys

TECHNOCEAN SVP-B DRIFTING BUOY CHECKLIST 

BUOY ID NUMBER :                                                       DATE


DONE /

INITIAL

Remove the buoy from it’s packaging sufficient to fit a locally manufactured adaptor 

to the buoy pressure port.

Place a reference thermometer close to the buoy sea temperature probe. 


Connect the adaptor to the manifold of the Pressure calibration system with silicone 

tubing and carry out a leak test at 800hPa. Leak test satisfactory ? YES / NO ?
If buoy is leaking internally -  discontinue testing and reject to TECHNOCEAN


If there are no leaks –carry out a GoreTex time constant test, then proceed to compare

the buoy barometer with the Ruska  Digital gauge at 4 or 5 points between 901&1045hPa

and also ambient air temperature check of the buoy sea temperature probe


To obtain pressure and temperature data in near real time, transmitted buoy data needs

to be imported into an Excel spreadsheet  :- 

Open appropriate Excel DBCP_M1, M2 or M2TEST transmission format spreadsheet 

Switch on Telonics TSUR- B Satellite Receiver and connect to the PC serial port.

To commence buoy transmissions - if preparing for immediate deployment – remove 

the magnet from the buoy hull 10 to 15 minutes to the hour.

The buoy will commence transmitting and data will begin to fill the cells of the Excel 

spreadsheet at intervals of 90 seconds( (10seconds, factory set).


Compare buoy sea temperature and pressure readings with reference values.

If these meet specification, (1degC, (0.5hPa, obtain confirmation of satisfactory 

transmissions via ‘Service ARGOS’ from MMO 


If buoy is MetService property : spiral-wrap a DYMO label around the pressure port : 

METSERVICE NZ BUOY IF FOUND ASHORE OR NEAR RING JULIE FLETCHER

64 4 4729379 REWARD MAY BE PAYABLE QUOTE ID --------


Remove adaptor from buoy pressure port. Do not refit magnet to hull if buoy is being 

prepared for deployment and re-package buoy, sealing with three inch wide gummed 

paper tape. Attach deployment instruction sheet  (provided by MMO)

Advise MMO buoy ready for deployment.


If a buoy has been turned off to stop transmissions interfering with others during tests,

remove magnet (10 to15 minutes to the hour)  then CHECK AGAIN  -  

BUOY TRANSMISSION on TELONICS TSUR-B RECEIVER before dispatch.

This is because buoy on-board reed switches have been known to ‘stick’ in the off 

position after removal of the magnet. 


MMO advised satisfactory deployment      Ship:

                                                                    Date:
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